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Relative Theory in Light of Islamic Educational Theory
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Abstract:

The current study aims to elucidate the position of Islamic
educational theory on relativism, clarify the emergence of cultural
relativism in modern Western thought, highlight the practical
applications of relativistic theories in the modern era, and present
the Islamic educational theory's stance on truth and moral values.
As cultural relativism is a phenomenon linked to human
knowledge, the study employs a descriptive and comparative
approach to critique relativism in the light of Islamic educational
theory. The historical method is also employed to trace the origins
of relativistic theory. The results indicate that modern cultural
relativism emerged in the post-Enlightenment era, introducing
relativity to natural laws and extending its influence on the social
sciences. Cultural relativism is founded on the rejection of
certainties and constants in facts and moral values, attributing them
to alternative criteria such as reason, utility, society, and
conscience. This is done with the aim of extracting them from their
true source, which is religion. The relativity of truth and moral
values aligns with materialistic thinking. However, this relativistic
theory contradicts Islamic educational theory. In Islamic
educational theory, facts and moral values do not clash with the
realities of life and human nature. The stability of facts and their
universality is a religious necessity, given Islam's encompassing
truths in monotheism, the cosmos, and beyond. Moral values are
constants in Islamic educational theory, grounded in the existence
of elevated values legislated by Islam.The study recommends
emphasizing religious constants as known facts and moral values,
presenting them to learners in a contemporary manner that meets
their needs and addresses their questions within the context of
contemporary openness and challenges.

Keywords: Relativity Theory- Modern Western Thought- Truth and
Moral Values- Islamic Educational Theory.
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